
Dear auntie,  

On October 23, 2020, I distributed relief gifts in Xa Tram village in Ba Nang, 

Dkarong district, Quang Tri province. 

The road to the village is in very poor conditions with cracks and may easily cause 

accidents to drivers. There are sections where the flood water is still high; we 

rode the motorcycles over first to see if the truck could pass without getting 

stuck. I was very afraid that if our motorcycles got flooded we wouldn't be able to 

continue the trip as we could not go by foot. The road to the village was winding, 

making it a very difficult trip. We departed at the river in Cam Lo district and it’s 

over 100km to go up to Xa Tram village and it took us 4 hours to arrive. 

We were lucky to have a very kind truck driver; he helped us free of charge. I gave 

him money for petrol as you told, but he said that since we were doing charity, he 

will also do charity. From now on, if we need something, please call him and he 

will assist us. 

I and a group of 8 people carried and organized relief gifts. One person was in a 

truck while the rest of us traveled by scooters to minimize expenses.  When we 

handed out the gifts from the truck, the villagers ran down to the side to help and 

they were very careful. I went further into the village where it borders the country 

of Lao to give cash gifts for families with special circumstances. Depending on the 

circumstances, I gave a different amount according to your instructions. 

You had instructed me to pick up rice, but I asked before I got there to find out 

what village people need and they said they would like noodles since they do not 

sell instant noodles up there. Some villagers only have the opportunity to eat 

noodles a few times in a whole year. They also said that if it rains or they go home 

crossing the stream, the noodles will not get wet, but the rice will get wet and rice 

will become spoiled because it is not sunny enough to sun dry the wet rice. 

I bought boxes of noodles and spices: fish sauce, cooking oil, monosodium 

glutamate, salt, sugar and milk. They like to eat a lot of salt so I also bought dried 

fish. 



A total of 33,500,000 VND gifts are for 200 gifts. I went to fundraise for 80 more 

gifts. We had a total of 280 gifts.  There are also 500 kilograms of clothes to 

donate for the village people. When handing out the gifts they were very happy 

and joyful. 

 After receiving the gifts, the villagers returned home through a very fast flowing 

river. Along it, some houses collapsed, with nothing left, school books for children 

were wet. If I buy things in the city, it is almost twice as cheap as in the village 

because the local retailers charge a very high price. For example, for a shirt I could 

buy it in the city for 50,000 VND, it will sell for about 90-100,000 VND there. 

People are not only poor but the cost of living is also very high. 

Today, we used the Tu Hanh pagoda fund for gifts and we spent 33,500,000 VND. 

The gifts and cash of the Eye of Compassion have been calculated separately 


